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2009 $30 STERLING SILVER COIN— 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF ASTRONOMY

 

Theme: A universe beyond 

From the earliest days of prehistory, humanity has looked up at 
the sky in wonder. Early civilizations told countless legends of 
magical powers and beings that ruled from the sky. The 
monoliths of Stonehenge...the pyramids of Egypt...around the 
world, ancient sites testify to humanity's desire to see beyond—
and to understand. 
 
Over centuries, seekers watched and charted, recorded and 
theorized. And then, in 1609, Galileo Galilei peered through his 
telescope. He saw that the moon was not smooth, but covered 
with craters. He discovered the four moons of Jupiter and 
Saturn's rings. He concluded that the Milky Way was composed 
of stars and advanced the study of sunspots. Galileo's telescope 
was arguably the genesis of modern scientific instruments, 
launching a new age that took humanity's perceptions a 
quantum leap forward, far beyond the physical confines of 
earth. 
 
Before the end of the 17th century, new concepts like the speed 
of light and universal gravity were born. By the 1890’s, the 
fundamentals of rocket science were taking shape, less than a 
century before the first object began orbiting the earth. Within a 
wink of astronomical time, people were walking on the moon 
and robotic probes were exploring all the planets of the solar 
system.   
 
For four hundred years, Galileo's vision for the power of 
evidence-based scientific enquiry has enriched human 
understanding of the natural world. And with cutting-edge 
technology, the inter-galactic expedition that is astronomy has 
become increasingly accessible, inspiring countless people to 
ponder its mysteries. As renowned Canadian 
astronomer/educator Helen Sawyer Hogg reminds us, ―The 
stars belong to everyone.‖ Come explore... 

Special features: 
 The design features an observatory with a universe of heavenly wonders shimmering 

within and around the beautifully painted night sky. 

Product specifications:  
Item number:  105281 
UPC:  6-23932-01789-4 
Face Value: 30 dollars 
Mintage:  10,000 
Composition: 92.5% argent, 7.5% copper 
Weight (g): 33.75 
Diameter (mm): 40 
Edge: Serrated 
Finish: Proof 
Certificate: Serialized 

Artist:  Colin Mayne 

Packaging: 

Coin is encapsulated 
and presented in a 
maroon clamshell case 
lined with flock and 
protected by a black 
sleeve.  

Advertising date: July 6, 2009 

Launch date: July 22, 2009 


